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A research scholar and educator discusses the ways in which a bottom-up approach to teaching about the
freedom struggle introduces students to a wider range of tactics and histories that begin before the big
marches and extends after the passage of landmark legislation. Bottom-up history expands and changes our
understanding of the movement, including who and what was important. This angle highlights the role of
unexpected actors and demonstrates the importance and power of taking action, even when “success” is

not immediately apparent. Fifty years after the passage of the Voting Rights Act, the lessons from bottom-up
history are more important than ever.
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